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Sexism in 16th century Europe

® Status of women declined

® Convents closed

® Prostitution became legal in some places
® Marriage = subservient role

® Witch hunts

Changing Attitudes
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. Over 60 000 people were k("etl in this process,
4. France Qermang, Switzerland had the largest number of
witeh trials; Spain, Ttaly, Portugal had the least

Some facts about the Europeah Witeh Hunfs

5. Protestants and Catholics were nearl-g eqvual- tn
the persecution of witches.
6. Most witches were condemned bg secular
courts, not religious courts,
. Older single and widowed women were the

most common target.



Witch hunts.notebook

4

Some Tacts about the turopean Witeh f‘luhts
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exonorated in Augu's 8. eheaded in
Switzerland in 1782, Anna Goeldi was found
to have been determined guilty before her trial
began.

ﬂ\e Europeah Witeh Huhfs

W}\g were worren t‘argetetr"

1. A way to ex-p!-ain the ihex-phcaH-e in an age of wonder
2. Women were considered ‘s-pirituang weaker
(At’am & EVe). Rel—igou's ferver,
3. Women were often midwives and nurses to the sick
4’ . Worren were more hkelg to ouﬂiVe ﬂ\eir hu‘sband‘s -
poor widows ~ and many did not age well . . .
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T‘\e Euro-peah Witeh _Huht's
Whg were women targeted?
5. M3'5093h3 -2 geheral- hatred of women
6. Greed and jeakusy

PAg

The Hammer of Witches

— Written in 1486 to challenge all arguments against the
existence of witcheraft and to instruct magistrates on how to
identify, interrogate and conviet witches.

Q; Whv were women most commonlv target-ed?
~ Read the excerpt
- Be ready to discuss
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targeted as witches and consider whether ﬂ\e source of
the mformahoh has any relevance.



